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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Douwes 
et al. (US 4,849,958) in view of Takahashi (WO/96/21224) (corresponding to (US 6,366,553)). 

As per claim 1, Douwes et al. (US 4,849,958) discloses a cartridge (2) for an information 
recording medium (1), comprising: a cartridge case (2) having an opening (e.g., opening into 
which holder (7) is received - see FIGS. 3 and 5) to receive the information recording medium 
(1), an opening cover (7), detachably mounted to the cartridge case (2) at the opening, to enable 
the information recording medium (1) to be received and/or withdrawn into/from the cartridge 
case (2); holding means (including (9, 17)) for holding the information recording medium (1) 
relative to the opening cover (7) by supporting the information recording medium (1) when the 
information recording medium (1) is completely withdrawn from the cartridge case (2). 

As per claim 3, wherein said holding means (including 9, 17) comprises a pair of elastic 
pressure pads (e.g., portion of arm (9) engaging and supporting the disk periphery), elastically 
formed on the opening cover (7) (via spring (17)), to elastically support the information 
recording medium (1) to hold the information recording medium (1) relative to the opening cover 
(7) when the opening cover (7) is not attached to the cartridge case (2). 
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As per claim 4, fUrther comprising receiving ribs (e.g. distal end portions (18) of arms 
(9)) integrally formed on leading ends of the pair of elastic pressure parts, respectively. 

With regard to claim 1, however, Douwes et al. (US 4,849,958) does not expressly 
disclose positioning means for positioning the information recording medium, which is 
accommodated in the cartridge case, upward/downward at an exact position. 

Takahashi (WO-9621224 Al) discloses positioning means (e.g., 16, 116) for positioning 
an information recording medium (e.g., 5), which is accommodated in a cartridge case (e.g., 
104), upward/downward at an exact position - e.g., see FIG. 2. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the positioning means of Takahashi (WO/96/21224) within the disk 
cartridge of Douwes et al, (US 4,849,958). 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
provide the positioning means of Takahashi (WO/96/21224) within the disk cartridge of Douwes 
et al (US 4,849,958) "so as to prevent the disk and the cartridge body from coming into sliding 
contact, and to prevent the signal recording region of the disk from being scratched during 
transport etc," within the cartridge of Douwes et al. (US 4,849,958) as expressly taught by 
Takahashi (WO/96/21224). See COL. 2, lines 40-45 of the corresponding English equivalent of 
Takahashi (WO/96/21224), which is Takahashi (US 6,366,553). 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Douwes et al. (US 
4,849,958) in view of Takahashi (WO/96/21224) as apphed to claim 1 above, and further in view 
of Manes et al. (US 4,609,105). 
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See the description of Douwes et al. (US 4,849,958) and Takahashi (WO/96/2 1224), 

supra. 

As per claim 2, neither Douwes et al. (US 4,849,958) nor Takahashi (WO/96/21224) 
expressly disclose means for firmly fastening an opening cover to a cartridge case to prevent a 
gap between the opening cover and the cartridge case when the opening cover is attached to the 
cartridge case. 

Manes et al. (US 4,609,105), however, discloses an analogous disk cartridge wherein 
there are provided means (e.g., ribs and corresponding recesses with the cartridge and cover, as 
seen in FIG. 4) for firmly fastening an opening cover (3) to a cartridge case (2) to prevent a gap 
between the opening cover (3) and the cartridge case (2) when the opening cover (3) is attached 
to the cartridge case (2), 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the means for firmly fastening an opening cover to a cartridge case, as 
explicitly taught and suggested by Manes et al. (US 4,609,105), to the disk cartridge of Douwes 
et al. (US 4,849,958) as appUed to Takahashi (WO/96/21224). 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
provide the means for firmly fastening an opening cover to a cartridge case, as explicitly taught 
and suggested by Manes et al. (US 4,609,105), to the disk cartridge of Douwes et al. (US 
4,849,958) as applied to Takahashi (WO/96/21224) in order to "sealably close the cartridge 
assembly thereby preventing contamination fi"om entering the cartridge interior." See abstract of 
Manes et al. (US 4,609,105). 
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For the foregoing reasons, the Examiner maintains a prima facie case of obviousness in 
view of the reference evidence. Based on the totality of the record, the Examiner determines that 
the preponderance of evidence weighs most heavily in favor of obviousness within the meaning 
of section 103(a). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3452. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (6:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on (703) 305-9687. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Williany J. Klimo^cz 
Primary Examiner 
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